-#}	AGN1  PURANAM.
and establishing peace Hari incarnated himself; and having
Smothered the pro&d Kshatryas* he protected the ~ gods
and Vipras, From Jamadagni and Renuka he was born as
Bhargava, prdficient in the use of arms (12 — 13).
By   t'he   grace    of   Dattatreyaf   the     thousand-armed
Kartavirya became the Lord Paramount of the world.    Once
* The military caste. The following is the text of Manu on the
origin of caste's.
*' For the sake of preserving- this universe Brahma allotted several
duties to those \frho sprang respectively from his mouth,o arm, Ms
'.high and feet.
To Bralumanas he assigned the duties of reading the Veda and
teaching it, of sacrifing, of assisting others to sacrifice, of giving alms
and of receiving gifts.
To defend the people, to give alms, to sacrifice, to read the Veda, to
shun the temptations of sexual enjoyment constitute in short the duties
of the Kshatryas.
To tend cattle, to bestow properties, to sacrifice, to read scriptures,
to carry on trade, to lend money on interest and to cultivate land arc the
duties of the Vatsyas.
To serve the three other castes is the duty of the Sudras.
Mr. Muir has cojlected   many passages relating to the origin  of
castes and finds it  " abundantly evident  that the sacred books of the
Hindus contain no uniform or consistent account of the origin of castes,
but, on tlie-contrary, present the greatest varieties of speculation."
The earliest reference is to be seen in Purnsha-Sukta of Rigveda
-which is considered by many as an interpellation.
In tliis hymn it is stated that Purusha being divided " The Brahman
was his mouth; the Rajanya was made his arms, the Vaisya was his
thighs; the Sudra sprang from his feet. On this point Mr! Muir thus
remarks;—
" In a hymn of this allegorical and mystical charter it cannot be
assumed that the writer intended to represent it as a historical fact that
fmir different classes sprang from different parts of Purusha's body;
any more than he desired to assert as literally true, what he has stated
« verses 13 and H that « the moon was produced from his mind, the
th£ sun from his eje &c,
t 'Hie name of a great Rishi. An account of this Rishi occurs in
Marfcandeya Puranam,

